Thunder Bay

Police Service Board

STATEMENT:

Project Support: A Downtown Core Stabilization Initiative

THUNDER BAY, ON- June 29, 2026—The Thunder Bay Police Service Board is pleased
to support the Thunder Bay Police Service’s extension of Project Support: A Downtown
Core Stabilization Initiative.

The Service’s pilot project, led by the Community Oriented Response and Engagement
(CORE) Unit with assistance from the Emergency Task Unit (ETU), focuses on
improving public safety in the city’s downtown cores by connecting individuals in need
with appropriate social services, including addiction, mental health, and housing support
services.

Originally scheduled to run from April 20 to June 19, 2026, the initiative has now been
extended until September 1, 2026.

The extension is a result of feedback from community members and business owners
who have raised concerns regarding safety incidents in the downtown core.

We are pleased to see progress, and support the move to extend this important work.
The Board believes the continuation of the initiative aligns with the needs and
expectations of the community.

The Board received a presentation on this project at its monthly Board meeting last
Monday, and is encouraged by the early results. It will continue to receive updates from
the Chief, and looks forward to reviewing the formal evaluation once the pilot concludes
to understand outcomes, community impact, and alignment with the Board'’s strategic
priorities.

The Board recognizes the importance of initiatives that aim to improve public safety,
support vulnerable community members, and strengthen collaboration with social
service partners.

The Board appreciates the Service’s continued efforts in advancing this work, and will
remain engaged as the initiative progresses.
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Background

https://www.thunderbaypolice.ca/thunder-bay-police-service-announces-the-extension-o
f-project-support
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